WENTWORTH

great or pretend you that they import never so much:
subsidies, crowns, kingdoms, I know not what they are
in comparison of this. This I know, whereof I thank
God: * Seek ye first the kingdom of God and all things
shall be added unto you.' "
Or, as Peter Wentworth himself wrote to Elizabeth,
tempering his analogy to her Erastian intelligence:
** The most safe and profitable way for you to preserve
your person and honour is by all good means to keep the
King of Kings on your side. He that hath a good farm
and hath none other hold thereof but at his landlord's
pleasure, the best policy for him, we would think, is to
please his landlord. And this is the case, Madame,
betwixt you and God in respect of your kingdom.33
This preoccupation with things of the spirit inevitably
infected secular affairs. Elizabeth, within politic limits,
deplored the incompetence and unworthiness of her clergy,
but when the Archbishop explained to her that a reformation
would necessitate thirteen thousand reputable ministers,
she dismissed the idea with the astonished non possumus:
" Jesus! Thirteen thousand! It is not to be looked for! "
To Wentworth and his fellow-Puritans, on the other hand,
it was not only to be looked for, but imperative to be found.
And the means were ready to hand. Though the theological
hatred of the Puritans for the Catholics passed all reasonable
bounds, the two sects were in fundamental agreement on
the deeper question of the relative values of the spiritual and
the temporal. Few proposals caused Elizabeth and Whit-
gift more annoyance than the Puritans* demand that the
confiscated revenues of the Church of Rome, the tithes and
the Abbey lands, should be used for religious purposes and
administered by non-secular bodies to train and equip a
learned and devout ministry. This arrangement would have
provided more than enough for more than thirteen thou-
sand, but it would have brought down in ruins the edifice
of Elizabethan statecraft whose foundation was the payment
of the ecclesiastical plunder as blackmail to secular
supporters.
Less catastrophic, but hardly less revolutionary, was the
Puritan denial of the hierarchic nature of the Church
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